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"CUT IT DOWN." 
" Let it alone this year also! "--Thufl spake 
the dre~ser of the vineyard in behalf of the 
balTen fig-tree. Year after year the ownel' 
had sought fruit thereon, and found none. 
Despairing, at length, of renderin~ it fruitful, 
he ordered it to be cut down: "Gilt zt dOIf"Z j 
lrhy cumbereth it the ground?" But the Ville-
dresser" answering, said unto him, I~ord, let it 
alone this Far also: and ifit bear fruit, well: 
and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it 
down." Luke xiii, 6-9. 
For you and me, dear friend, the Saviour 
spake the parable. Weare the trees which 
his own hand has planted. From us he de-
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!Ii res and sepks fruit. "\Vben, at the clo>!e of 
thf1 last year, he came to you with this intent, 
how justly, " after 80 long a time," might he 
have said, "Cut it down; why cnmbereth it 
the ground?" But the greatness of his com-
passion pleaded in your behalf; and cried, "Let 
it alone this year also! " 
It was a merciful reprieve. This it was that 
kept yon day by day in your lying down 
and rising up, in your going out and coming 
in. Like others, YOll may have been sick, but 
not unto death. Others wasted, fell, expired; 
but d(·ath had no commission against you. 
Disease and death were obedient to Him who 
said, " Let it alone this year also! " 
"And if it bear fruit, well." The tree had 
been planted not for its own sake. but for the 
expected fmit.. For this the gronnd had been 
chosen, dug, enriched, inclosed; the t.enuer 
shoot had been planted, watered, nourished, 
and pruned. For this, too, the tree is spared 
another year. He does not yet give it up. 
Another year it may yield abundance. 
On the same condition, dear fnend, your 1'& 
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prieve was granted. You were spared that 
opportunity might be given you to repent, 
and" bring forth fruit8 meet for repentance." 
Year aft('ryear you have r('ceived the kmd at-
tention of Him who marle you. So aoull<lant, 
so incessant, have the proofs of his care been, 
that he can now most justly ask, in respect to 
you, ",Vhat could have been done more to 
my vineyard that I have not done in it ? " 
Enough, and more than enough, he has d(lne 
to have warranted long since the expect ation 
of your conversion and fruitfulness. With the 
knowledge of your guilt and nanger, he has 
shown you the way of pardon and salvation 
through faith in his Son, and has given YOIl 
his word, which is able to make you " wise 
unto sal-.ation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus: " while at the same time his Spirit has 
urged you to press into the kingdom of Christ. 
In other cases fewer means have proved success-
ful. vVhy, then, should not the Saviour have 
sought fruit from you a year ago? 
But another year has been added to your 
year of probation; another opportunity given 
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you, with perhaps increased advantages to re-
pent. And how have yon improved it? It 
may be that, in some serious moment, you 
promised God that if he would spare you-
., this year "-you would become h,s obedient 
8ervant. Have you remembered your prom-
ise? Have yan fulfilled it? Has the fruit 
appeared? "If it bear fruit, WELL." Then 
blessed art thou, " for thou hast fonnd favor 
witb God." 
"And ~f not." Can it be! Can you again 
have slighted the calls of mercy, trifled with 
the ofrers of grace, and turned away from an 
the admonitions and entreaties of your God? 
Has all his love, 80 rich, so free, 80 long enn-
tinued, failed to melt yoUI' heart? Ought 
you not to have repented witbin the year? 
But it has gone, and you are yet in your ~in8, 
perhaps on the brink of the grave, without 
even a hope of heaven! There is less pro~­
peet than ever of your being reclaimed. Thou-
sands, during that period-some of them, per. 
haps, your own friends and kindred-have, 
with 110 better advantages than you have en-
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Joyed, sought and found the I.ord. Why bas 
;t not been so with you? "Wherefor»," f'aith 
the Lord, " when I looked that it should bring 
forlh grapes, brought it forth wild gTapes?" 
o that you had been wise, had understood 
this, had considered your latter end! Then 
it would now have been well with you: "if 
it bear fruit, well: and if not, then-
"After that thou shalt cut it down." If, at 
the Jear's end, no fruit should be found upon 
the tree, the Keeper of the vineyard would 
give it up. And why not? Why should it 
any longer cumber the ground? The trial 
will then have been made-an ample trial. 
Nothing more can be done for it. 
The year expires, and !'till there is 110 fruit. 
Who now will plead, " Let it alone another 
year also?" Not the Vinedresser-he givee 
it up: he pleads no longer. A []d if not he 
who then? None. It must perish. "Cut it 
<lown; why cumbereth it the ground?" 
Has not all this, dear friend, a fearful appli~ 
cation to yourself? Your reprieve may bl) 
just about to expire. Again the Master comes 
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fleeking fruit and finds none. You are yet 
in your sins. Labor has been bestowed on 
you without avail. "Thy Rhould the reprieve 
be renewed? Why should he spare you any 
longer? Already he has done for you vastly 
more than you deserve-more than for multi-
tudes who have perished in their 8ins. "\Vhat, 
then, can you expect more? ""Vho can say 
that more will be of any avail? that it would 
effect anything else than aggravation of your 
guilt, an increase of your condemnation? 
Why should he not also say of you, "Cut it 
down; why cumbereth it the grounrl?" 
If that reprieve be not renewed, then the 
time draws near that you must die. Short as 
your life has been, you must die. Little a~ 
you have accomplished of youl' projects and 
purposes, you must die. Much as you may 
wi.sh to live for the sake of yourself or others, 
yet there is much cause fOI' you to believe that 
" thus saith the Lord, THIS YEAR THOU SHALT 
DIE ! " Alas! how much have you beell de· 
ceived in your expecta,tions of earthly pleas-
ure! How much reason have you to repent of 
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your idleness, folly, waste, thoughtlessnes'I, dis-
regard of duty-nay, of your whole life! And 
how mnch have you to do! If this mllst be 
your last year, month, or day, how precious to 
you must be every moment ! You cannot 
afi'oJrd to lose a moment in idleness, or in mere 
worldly pursuits. Others may deem it need-
ful to lay up for future years. Not so with 
you. If God has said of you, "Thil'l year 
thou shalt die," then the next year you will 
want neither house nor shop, equipage nor 
furniture, dress nor food. The grave will be 
your house, the dust your bed, the coffin 
your furniture, the shroud your dress, the 
worms your covering. Long enough have 
yon labored for thi" world. Be persuaded 
now to labor for another. Discard all trifles. 
Be in earnest. Seek now the Lor,l. Resolve 
to make a desperate effort " to enter in at 
the strait gate." Set out for heaven. Begin 
tIlis day. Press on, and on, let who will CIT, 
" Stop!" Like Bunyan's pilgrim, stop your 
ears, and run, crying. " L~(e ! LIFE! ETEH.-
NAL LIFE I " 
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It IS not ye~ too late. If you delay no Ion· 
ger ; if you give o,er trifling; if you forsake 
your sius, calling on God; if you turn to thp 
Lord with all your heul·t, casting yourself 011 
his mercy through Jesus Christ; if you do 
this it is not yet too late. "As I live saith 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked; but that the wicked turn ti'om 
his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways; for why will ye die?" Then 
hear his voice. This day he renews the call. 
" To-day, if you will hear his voice, harden 
not your heart." This day resolve to turn 
to God. I,et not the sun go down and leave 
you" dead in trespasses and sin!'." Let this 
very day be the date of your new birth. Let 
there be "joy in heaven" to-day on your ac-
eonnt, while the shout ascends," ThiR my 
son was (lead, and is alive again; he was lost, 
and is found." 
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